Book reviews reviewed. It is well written, excellently bound, and contains, as would be expected, the appropriate informative tables of statistics.
Apart from the planners and the historians who will study it carefully, it will be dipped into by those who were 'there at the time'. Perhaps as a natural result of this certain idiosyncrasies are seen; for instance, though he frees us from the previous dogma that excision of membranes is necessary for the treatment of chronic subdural haematoma, how many would feel that a subdural pleural shunt is the primary treatment of choice? The chapters on congenital abnormalities, especially spinal dysraphism, which are both succinct and clear are particularly valuable and of greatest interest to the practising neurosurgeon. However, as the style of the book tends to the didactic there are statements in the text which many readers will feel unable to accept. The quality, selection, and reproduction of some of the radiographs is somewhat disappointing, and I am surprised to find no illustrations of studies utilising water soluble contrast media. Disappointing, too, is the absence ofany real discussion on, and no examples of, the use of computerised transverse axial tomography in the management of the young neurosurgical patient. A more complete bibliography, particularly coming at the end of each chapter, would have been a useful addition to the book, as presumably it has been written primarily for trainee neurosurgeons and paediatricians.
The reviewer was irritated by the considerable amount of wasted space, and surely this should have been avoided in a book so relatively expensive. There are also typographical errors in the text either due to faulty type-setting or inadequate proof reading.
Inevitably, comparison will be made between D. D. Matson's classic work and this current publication, and the former will I believe, and I am sorry to say it, probably still be consulted in preference when guidance is needed with difficult, or unusual, paediatric neurosurgical problems. London. 1975 . Unless the aspiring research worker is lucky enough to begin training with a mentor who has both a high level of scientific skill and the ability to teach and supervise his pupil adequately, he may well founder and develop bad habits in research techniques which may persist ever after. Unfortunately, this seems to be the case among some who purport to carry out research into mental illness. In 1963 Drs Sainsbury and Kreitman edited a multi-author handbook designed to give guidance to those entering the fields of psychiatric or psychological research, which was very popular. It has been extensively revised and the new edition contains a good deal of very useful information, ranging from the basic problems encountered in selecting a research problem and the all important matter of gaining financial support, through the design and conduct of experiments in various fields, together with the evaluation and the way in which information should be presented as a scientific paper. The chapters abound with sensible advice set against a background of numerous and well-selected references. Obviously each author is able to present only an illustrated general view of his or her field of interest, but the editors have chosen them with care and provided a text which should be as well received as its predecessor.
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